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St. Pius V Church 

Adult Sacramental Preparation Program

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

Who is this program for?

This program is for adults (18 years and over) preparing to receive one or all of the Sacraments of Initiation namely, Baptism, Confirmation and First Eucharist.  It offers you support in your search for a deeper relationship with God and community lived out through the Catholic Church.
When are the classes?
The program begins in the summer with an individual meeting (by appointment) with the priest and/or program volunteers.  Regular classes are every Wednesday evenings, 7:30-9:00pm, starting September to May.  Classes are usually held in Room B (2nd floor).
How do I get started?

Please stop by the parish office to register for the program.  Registration DEADLINE is on the Aug. 31.  A program volunteer will contact you during the summer to provide you with more information and to set-up an appointment for your individual meeting with the priest and/or team members.  Parish office hours are 9:00am-8:30pm (Sundays till 3:00pm), closed during lunch and dinner. Call (714) 522-2193 for more info.
When will I receive my sacraments?

“The rite of initiation is suited to a spiritual journey of adults that varies according to the many forms of God’s grace, the free cooperation of the individuals, the action of the Church, and the circumstances of time and place.”

The sacramental preparation process takes you on a journey of faith that includes prayer, catechetical instruction and service.  Usually this process is completed in a year, with the sacraments being conferred at the Easter Vigil Mass or the Pentecost Vigil Mass.  However, this process may take several years if there are ‘obstacles’ that need to be dealt with or if the spiritual good of the individual calls for a longer time for growth in the faith.
What are the program requirements?
The program is designed to help you appreciate the Sacraments, understand the teachings and beliefs of the Catholic Church, and come to a deeper and closer relationship with God.  

You will be expected to attend/participate in the following:

· Weekly Wednesday evening classes 

· Mass on Sundays

· A half-day retreat on a Saturday in Oct.
· A Lenten weekend retreat (Feb or March)

· Celebration of various Rites (dates to be announced)

· Complete “service hours” requirement 
You will also be asked to designate a sponsor---someone who will support you and walk with you through this spiritual journey (see ‘sponsor faqs’). 

Lastly, if applicable, you will be required to provide us a copy of your baptismal, first communion, and marriage certificates.
Are there fees or expenses?
We ask for a donation of $70.00 to cover the cost of books and materials.
The required weekend retreat in Lent costs approximately $175.00 per person.

However, no one will be denied sacraments because of inability to make a financial contribution towards the cost of the process.

If you have questions or for more information, please contact 
Cathy Alba at (714) 523-5242 or e-mail CCALBA@aol.com.
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